
 

 

ESSEC GLOBAL BBA COURSE INFORMATION FALL 2018 
 
 
The course catalogue:  
Detailed course outlines can be found in the ESSEC Global BBA course catalogue 
2017/2018. Please note that this catalogue lists courses for all semesters.   
Consult 2nd cycle Semester 5 and semester 9. 
 
I. Programme requirements 
 
Double Degree Students 
- You must meet all our requirements to earn your BBA double degree at ESSEC, which 

includes validating 60 ECTS for your two semesters of study at ESSEC Global BBA. 
- There are no re-sit exams so we recommend that you take up to 38 ECTS each 

semester to be sure of validating 60 ECTS for the two semesters. 
- French track DD students: at least 4 of the classes each semester must be in French (this 

includes French language classes) 
- English track DD students: you can take all of your courses in English, or some in English 

and some in French 
 
 

Fall Semester Double Degree requirements 
 2 required core courses = 6 ECTS 
 2 foreign languages, one of which must be French = 8 ECTS 
 16 ECTS in electives 
 = a  total of 30-38 ECTS credits 

 
Spring Semester Double Degree requirements  

 2 required core courses = 6 ECTS 
 2 required Business, Culture and Society courses = 4 ECTS; 
 1 foreign language (French) = 4 ECTS;  
 16 ECTS in electives 
 = a  total of 30-38 ECTS credits 

 
 
Full Year and semester Exchange Students  
In order to validate your semester or year of study, you must choose courses in agreement 
with your home university and have them validated by your international study coordinator. 
You do not have to meet our course conditions (required core courses, specific number of 
optional courses).  
A full-time course load for regular students is 30 ECTS per semester.  
 
We require exchange students to take a minimum of 16 ECTS per semester and a 
maximum of 30 ECTS (language classes included). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/essec.edu/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZXNzZWMuZWR1fGdsb2JhbC1iYmEtY2VyZ3l8Z3g6MzU4Yzc4ZjllMTU0YTczMg


 

 

 
II. Important Information about selecting Your Courses 
 

 If you choose to take Business classes in French, you must have a minimum of 
good intermediate level French and provide us with a certificate equivalent to B2 
level according to the CEFR. 
 

 Mandatory Core courses: there are no conflicts between these courses. They are 
divided into “Sections” (groups).  
 

 Electives: there may be conflict between electives, so please choose your classes 
carefully when you receive the timetable in January. 
 
 

 Courses specifically for International students:  
 

- These courses are held in both Fall and Spring Semesters and are designed 
specifically for non-French students.  

- Most of these courses are repeated in the Spring Semester, so Full year and DD 
students may take these courses only once. 
Exception:  
French Language classes at advanced and intermediate level, as they have been 
designed as year-long courses. 

 
 
III. How to choose your courses 
 
 Consult the course catalogue and make a pre-selection for yourselves.  
 Do not choose your classes randomly!   

Choose your courses according to your home university’s and major’s requirements. You 
might not be able to co-validate some of your choices at ESSEC Global BBA even if you 
have completed the semester. 

 Consult your home university coordinator or your department before registering to 
courses online.  

 You will choose your courses online in July: the finalized list of courses, timetable and 
online course choice information will be sent to you. When you receive the timetable, 
check your chosen courses for compatibility. You may need to make some adjustments to 
your initial choices when making your choices online.  

 We consider your choices firm and binding. Please be aware that it is difficult to switch 
or add classes once you arrive.  

 
 
Add and drop period  
 
 Upon arrival, there will be a period of one week where you can add and drop classes. 

Precise dates will be confirmed when you receive the online course choice information.  
Switches or additions can only be accepted if there is still space in the class you wish to 
add and if it is compatible with your timetable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
IV. Foreign languages at ESSEC  
 
 
French language classes 
 ESSEC offers French language classes at beginner, intermediate and advanced level.  
 All students taking French classes will have to take an online evaluation to determine 

which French class is the most suitable for them.  
 
How to assess your level of French 
To facilitate our planning arrangements, we ask all students to indicate their French language 
level in the online application. 
 
You can ask to your home university to assess your level. 
You can also visit this website regarding the Common European Framework or Reference for 
Languages:  http://www.france-langue.com/french-pedagogy/french-levels.html  
 
Please use these descriptions to guide you: 
 
 Advanced level (C1 and above) 
These students already have a wide range of vocabulary and an excellent grammatical 
knowledge. They need to improve their fluency and written skills at an advanced level 
and in business contexts.  
 
 Intermediate level (B2) 
This course is for students who have a good knowledge of grammar and general 
vocabulary. These students need to improve their written accuracy and spoken fluency 
as well as learning French for business situations. 

 
 Lower-Intermediate level (B1) 
This is for students who have studied French for about 2 years, who can say, read and 
write certain things in French, but who lack the confidence and fluency to be able to count 
on their French to get them out of problems in the most common everyday situations. 

 
 Total Beginner  
 This is for students who are complete beginners, meaning they have never studied 

French at all. Even if you studied some French several years ago and think you might 
have forgotten everything, you do not qualify for this level.  

 Students who are familiar with basic verb conjugations, noun genders, syntax, etc. do 
not qualify for this level. 

 
 
Advanced English Language, Issues and Culture:  
This class is designed for students with an upper intermediate level or an advanced level 
(near-native speakers). 
 
 
Spanish - Beginner Level 
This class is for international students who have never studied Spanish at all. If you have 
studied Spanish before, even at a very basic level, you do not qualify for this level.  
 
No other language classes are offered  

http://www.france-langue.com/french-pedagogy/french-levels.html


 

 

 
V. Explanation of the ESSEC Global BBA Grading scale 
 
On the ESSEC Global BBA program, we use a grading scale from 1 – 20, with 20 being the 
highest possible grade. 
 
10 is the acceptable pass grade in each subject and a grade below 10 indicates that the 
student has not achieved a satisfactory level in that subject.  
On the other hand, it is very rare for students to obtain a grade of 20 and a grade of 16 and 
above is considered to be excellent. 
 
Our grades relate to the European ECTS grading scale as follows:  
 

ESSEC 
Global 
BBA 

Grade 

Equivalent 
ECTS 
Grade 

 
Definition 

16-20 A EXCELLENT : Outstanding performance 

14-15 B VERY GOOD : above the average standard but with some errors 

12-13 C GOOD : generally sound work with a number of notable errors 

11 D SATISFACTORY : fair but with significant shortcomings 

10 E SUFFICIENT: performances meets the minimum criteria 

0-9 F FAIL : considerable further work is required 

 
 
 
Calculation of Final Grades 
BBA transcripts indicate the final grade achieved in each subject studied. However, as a 
general rule, each course will be graded on both contrôle continu (continuous 
assessment) assignments and exams on the following basis:  
 

 40%  ‘Contrôle continu’  
 60%  Exam 

 
Transcripts are sent to home university coordinators usually mid February.  
Please note that we do not convert our grades for international universities. Each partner 
university will convert the grades obtained by its students according to its own criteria.  
 
 
Resit/Make-up Exams 
 
There are no re-sit exams at the Global BBA (except in the case of illness, justified by a 
hospital certificate given to the Program Management Office within 48 hours).  
 




